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Video games missing the mark with LGBTQ
community
Members of the queer community feel they are being ignored by game makers

Elliot Maxted, a 19year old art fundamentals student, thinks video games
should be more inclusive.

STORY BY JENNIFER STIENSTRA

The video game industry has a bad reputation of ignoring a large group of gamers, and it isn’t
just the women they leave behind.

Members of the queer community have been mostly forgotten because a select group runs the
video game industry, according to Merritt Kopas, 26, who is openly transgendered and is an
indie game developer based out of Toronto and

“I think that games, especially in the mainstream industry, are so overwhelmingly controlled by
a narrow subset of the population,” said Kopas.

“When you put a group in control of a medium, they’re going to make things that reflect their
personal experiences.”

Cindy Poremba, a game design professor at Sheridan College, agreed.

“Most of the queer representation in games that I’m aware of are from queer developers,” she
said.

Elliot Maxted, a 19-year-old art fundamentals student, said that video games should be more

Search in Site
Search...

Recent Posts
Cupcake Day raises dough to help
homeless animals

Artist of the week: Rhiannon Lee

Hoop and flow helps students get loose
and de-stress

Entrepreneur hopes to bag market with
homegrown fashion

Coaching program helps turn breakups
into breakthroughs

Home About In Print Media Kit Contact Us

HOME SHERIDAN NEWS COMMUNITY OPINION LIFESTYLE ARTS SPORTS VIDEO INFOGRAPHICS LIVE EVENTS

Serving Sheridan College in Brampton, Mississauga and Oakville | Digital Edition

http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/06/lady-bruins-barely-clinch-a-win/
http://thesheridansun.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/stienstraqueervideogames2.1.jpg
http://thesheridansun.ca/contact-us/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/news/community-news/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/arts/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/infographics/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/12/fighting-animal-cruelty-is-a-sweet-deal-in-february/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/opinion/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/05/homegrown-entrepreneur-hopes-to-bag-market-with-local-goods/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/arts/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/video/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/live_events/
http://thesheridansun.ca/in-print/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/sports/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/01/27/artist-of-the-week-kelsey-merkle/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/lifestyle/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/news/sheridan-news/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/10/coaching-program-helps-turn-breakups-into-breakthroughs/
http://thesheridansun.ca/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/05/young-people-open-up-about-the-stigma-of-mental-illness/
https://wouldurather.ca/en/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/11/artist-of-the-week-rhiannon-lee/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/sports/
http://thesheridansun.ca/aboutthesun/
http://thesheridansun.ca/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2015/02/11/hoop-and-flow-helps-students-get-loose-and-de-stress/
http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/category/news/sheridan-news/
http://thesheridansun.ca/
http://media.thesheridansun.ca/


2/18/2015 Video games missing the mark with LGBTQ community | The Sheridan Sun

http://thesheridansun.ca/blog/2014/03/20/video-games-missing-the-mark-with-lgbtq-community/ 2/3

Added by jenniferstienstra on March 20, 2014.
Saved under Gaming

inclusive; noting that not every gamer is a heterosexual cisgendered male and it leaves everyone
else behind.

“Growing up you hope to see people like yourself in video games but when there’s nobody like
it’s a little bit disheartening and you feel like the odd one out and you don’t have anybody to look
up to in that way,” said Maxted.

Tyler Hargreaves, 19, a first-year child and youth worker student, agreed, saying that having the
same kind of character gets old after a while. There’s more story-telling potential with different
kinds of queer characters.

“There’s so much more depth you can go into it with other sexualities, not just gay and lesbian,
and they’re missing a great opportunity,” said Hargreaves.

“It’s not accurate at all seeing as how one in 10 people are gay or identify somewhere on the
spectrum and it completely gets rid of an entire section of people.”

Anthony Tran, 18, a performing arts preparation student, said that the video game industry
shouldn’t focus on the sexual identity of the characters, but rather make it a non-essential part of
the overall story.

Growing up you hope to see people like yourself in video games but when there’s
nobody like it’s a little bit disheartening and you feel like the odd one out
ELLIOT MAXTED
Art Fundamentals

“It should make sense a character’s sexuality is just another part of them, and not their main
characteristic,”” said Tran.

Whatever the opinion, more video game companies in recent years have been adding queer
characters to their games.

For example, in the Mass Effect series, players have the option to pursue a queer relationship. In
The Last of Us, it featured two queer females in a non-sexualized relationship.

“Changes are happening and that’s because people have been pushing for those changes,” said
Kopas.

Maxted agreed, saying that he finds that companies that are more inclusive get a lot of support. 
To him, that’s a good thing.

“It’s definitely better than what I’ve seen as a child,” said Maxted.
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